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Asian Townscape Awards
Organizer:
UN—HABITAT's Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific
Asian Habitat Society
Fukuoka Asian Urban Research Center
Asia Townscape Design Society
Korea Landscape Council

Cities in various countries worldwide share the following concern: The creation of townscape has
become a focus for enhancing urban image, and urban environment and features have become key

elements for competition among cities.
In order to extensively exchange precious experience that various countries and regions have accumu-

lated during the construction of townscape, further popularize important results of various Asian
regions in urban construction, commend cities, personages and activities that have achieved positive
results in such aspects as the protection of natural resources and ecological environment, the construc-
tion of residential environment, and the vigorous inheritance of history and culture, especially those
that have produced positive, conspicuous and far—reaching influence in the sustainable development
and construction and that can play a role of demonstration and promotion in Asia and the world at large,
UN—HABITAT Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific, Asian Habitat Society and Fukuoka Asian
Urban Research Center, Asian Townscape Design Society have jointly set up the Asian townscape

Awards in 2 Apr.2010.
The inaugural Asian townscape Awards will be awarded in autumn in every year. This year, UN

officials, governmental officials from various Asian countries, and senior experts in the field of the
residential environment in Asia gathered to together discuss the outstanding accomplishments and
successful experience of Asia in residential environment and townscape.
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Qta 2025 Asian Townscape Awards
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Project

Countries

2025 ASIAN TOWNSCAPE AWARDS
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Eco-Restoration of Lakes identified under Coimbatore Smart City project - Oasis Designs Inc.
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Integrated Development of Hatirjheel Area and Begunbari Khal, Dhaka
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Taishan Pacbu Village Cultural Tourism Development Demonstration Project
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Exploring Nature-based Solutions on Refined Waterbird Habitats Restoration in High-density Urban
Area:A Case Study of the Futian Mangrove National Important Wetland in Shenzhen, China
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The First Administrative New Town in the Joseon Dynasty King Jeongjo and Suwon Hwaseong’s
Dream(Suwon Heritage King Jeongjo's Joyful Procession, A City Where Daily Life Becomes Culture)
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King Abdullah I Park

The King Abdullah II Park Project in Amman, Jordan, represents a pioneering example of creating a
large-scale public green space adapted to an arid climate through landscape design. The project’s
design is guided by the concept of being “natural and easily accessible,” with primary walkways laid
out across gently sloping terrain and interconnected paths leading to the central plaza, providing a
rich and varied spatial experience. Notably, buildings were partially integrated into the terrain, and
vegetated roofs were employed, achieving harmony between built structures and natural landscapes.
Sustainability is a central consideration of the design. The project implements rainwater harvesting
and reuse, zero-runoff design, and drought-tolerant plantings as part of a “()-scape™ strategy, allow-
ing the 50.5-hectare green space to be maintained in harmony with local climatic conditions. The
project provides high-quality landscapes in East
Amman, an area previously lacking public green
spaces, combining ecological functions with
social spaces for multigenerational residents. It
enhances environmental equity in the city and
serves as a landmark public space model.
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Huanghua Port Strategic Development Project

The Huanghua Port Project is a pioneering case that integrates ecological and cultural landscapes within an in-
dustrial port area, thereby establishing a new model of “Port—Industry—City™ integration. At its core, the proj-
ect emphasizes large-scale ecological restoration and the visualization of regional cultural identity. Through
the restoration of 28 kilometers of coastline and the rehabilitation of 1,500 hectares of wetlands, the *“Three
Belts and One Circle” system was created, forming a multilayered ecological landscape that provides coastal
defense, water purification, and biodiversity conservation. In particular, the transformation of decommis-
sioned piers into wetland parks represents a skillful reuse of industrial heritage within the ecological network.
Furthermore, the project draws on Bohai culture, incorporating motifs of “waves™ and “sails™ into architectur-
al design, while establishing museums and cultural parks. This approach has endowed the previously func-
tion-oriented port zone with a unique landscape 1dentity that evokes local history and nature. Equally import-
ant, the project prioritizes human-centered public
spaces by ensuring 18 square meters of parkland per
resident and introducing barrier-free design. Through
these measures, it has created a new urban landscape
where industry, ecology, culture, and daily lite are
harmoniously integrated, transforming the traditional
image of the port into that of a “green and smart new
city.” It stands as a successful example of compre-
hensive landscape design grounded in environmental
regeneration and cultural continuity.
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Eco-Restoration of Lakes identified under Coimbatore Smart City project -

Oasis Designs Inc.
The Coimbatore Smart City Project is an exemplary case of landscape design that revitalized a historic
lake system into a modern public space within India’s urban environment. At its core, the project 1s guided
by the principles of “Restoration,” “Regeneration,” and “Reconnection,” applying these concepis to the
integrated design of seven lakes and their surroundings. In terms of landscape strategy., embankments that
had obstructed visual access were removed, thereby making the lakes “visible” once again. Low-level
decks and floating walkways were introduced, greatly enhancing both physical and visual accessibility to
the waterfront. Additionally, the introduction of wetlands and the restoration of native vegetation im-
proved biodiversity and promoted the self-regenerative capacity of ecosystems.

Furthermore, a 30-kilometer continuous network of cycling and pedestrian paths (NMT) was established,
linking the lake cluster through a green corridor. Complementing this, 54 playgrounds and 80 viewing
decks were installed, transforming the landscape
from a project of environmental restoration into a
social infrastructure that supports leisure, commu-
nity interaction, and cultural activitics. By integrat-
ing ecological and social functions, the project fun-
damentally restructured the city’s open space net-
work. It represents a pioneering practice of land-
scape design that weaves historical assets into con-
temporary urban life, offering a new model of co-
existence between nature and the city.
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Integrated Development of Hatirjheel Area and Begunbari Khal, Dhaka

The Hatirjheel Integrated Development Project represents a pioneering example of urban regeneration in
central Dhaka, revitalizing severely degraded canals and wetlands through landscape design. The proj-
ect’s landscape strategy, guided by the concept of an “urban forest,” reconfigured 302 acres into a “blue
(water) and green” corridor. By re-excavating canals and restoring wetlands, flood control functions
were reinstated, while an 8.8-kilometer network of promenades, observation decks, and outdoor theaters
was established, creating an attractive public space network integrated with the ecosystem beyond mere
infrastructure development.Notably, the removal of the illegal BGMEA building eliminated visual and
physical barriers, symbaolizing the reintegration of the watertront with the city. Throughout the project,
the introduction of native vegetation and bioswales incorporated nature-based solutions, contributing to
biodiversity recovery and mitigation of the urban heat island effect. The project successfully combines
functional flood-control infrastructure with
high-quality landscapes for citizen recreation and
social interaction, offering a model of sustainable
waterfront space in high-density urban environ-
ments. lts outcomes not only redeline Dhaka’s
urban identity but also expand the potential of
landscape design in Asian urban regeneration.
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East Coast Boardwalk

The East Coast Boardwalk Project represents an advanced example of transforming underutilized space
beneath elevated structures in eastern Hong Kong Island into a multifunctional public space through
landscape design. The project is guided by the concept of “City Wave,” employing wave-inspired
curved forms to create a continuous 2.2-kilometer waterfront landscape. Rather than serving merely as
a passage, it incorporates eight themed zones, including “Sun Wave™ for relaxation, “Play Wave” as a
sea-themed playground, and “Sky Wave™ as an art corridor, elevating the previously monotonous un-
der-elevated space into a sequence of engaging, diverse experiences. A notable feature of the landscape
design is the reimagining of the elevated structure—once a physical and visual barrier—as a cli-
mate-adaptive roof providing shelter from sun and rain. This approach not only generates everyday lei-
sure spaces for residents but also establishes a new
landmark attracting visitors, successfully reinte- =
grating the sea and city visually and experiential-
ly. The project exemplifies a creative model for
utilizing limited urban spaces in high-density en-
vironments, embodying the potential of landscape
design.

R AR

RIFHUEN H R EFES REE T
I B s R), W SO A O £ Thig
IR Ee . MHL “City
Wave” A&, FH BLHEIR Ny "B i 28
Beit, @& T Ik, 24 B S KR 5t
Mo WH AR TIHE, $EE LR
SN BB “Sun Wave” . PLHEFEN T
[1iiE S35 “Play Wave” . S AKNME “Sky
Wave™ S5 NANEMIDX, A JE A 5L ) i 28
T TR AT 2 PSR A 5 Sl EE A A T A R TE TR IR AR R
R P o [ B 1 v 2R a5 4 T e SO “URIE R BT, R AATEES FHOE AT K.
X — BB e K AE T HE @SR, Wk WG R bR, seI I'ffh-’f‘--';r
I iy (R s RS o AT H AE D e oy A PR ] S R e, R

HOW ) e REdE .

-14 -



‘\tn 2025 Asian Townscape Awards
REHRE

RERE7AY 7 i, BEBRTFOBRT LW KA BEME, 874
YORICEY) SHEELARTHALERLI-CENERNTHE, A7 i
[ City Wave | #ar+7 I, BOEEEF—7 & LI-HBNTY 1 > %5A
L. 2.2kmich-2ERM LI KIRBEEIHL TV, BL2ERETIELL, RE
B8 E L7 [Sun Wave] . 8% 7—<IC L7=# 05 [Play Wave] . 7— F[EIEE
rSky’ Wave] o &, 8207 —<V—r%#BEL, ERAICHYABLERTER%
ZERLGEBYPAELABINLFINTCHALREI L, RBLEFHEIREAEZ. Y
B - SRNEETH- -G EEE, BELPRALIOALZTS [RIEMGE]
EBRf: LTRAELE-REBOERTHS, ZhicLl, HEFEOHENLELO
BhtEh, BAXEEEEZOITBHL
o 7 FY— U hEREN, BEHHER
R BNICESRGT A2 I LT, &7
S 02y bE, BEEEDICEITLRS
| N-ZEORIBHERETLELT, &

| BT YA vorEtE BB LTWS

EESFOARESA
(East Coast Boardwalk)
EZHE

Idat Coast Boardwalk 22 dE= Z3
- &lgke] a7t —rlii'- ko -/ T
L}/] vs FH o Fer A r"r"tﬂl"!'
MEAQ 274 A »"H#Iﬂl o} R IR E=
"City Wave" 7132 t]&pel o] &4 o7 4lo}
3} 5= of| A4 gzls de A A=
”331“"}’1_1’ F 2. )km‘:‘ll 43 A5 A FA@ FE A de® T8 3T
dol 'Sun Wave'(F2] &7, 'Play Wave' (3l ®v} #0]37h), 'Sky Wave' (ol & 3 &)
S 8702 Elvl Gt A EEle] 7| dxEE v7t sH TS okt 24903 9l=
AP AlfAw Agatge 58], Ay Ao #Ae J)FEe a7 - A|ZtE duio g
Agstd 17t F2ES G W FHoRNYE HEEs 7§ A8 Ay 24R AR @
Aol olc}, o] Hekd Fyle] A4 oArtdEE A Wsk= ¥ '*ﬂo Gt A o A S
FEI= MES A E Y4 E %*351'041 LA eF upehrE Al A] - AR A 0 vhA] A =
FH A S EEkei
P OERAEES 3R TEACA AFE FE Aoz AFLets A LA
FAHE HoFm, A §74 & T30 AT O gal4 nd-S A A

-1 o o o

=15-



A City Where Past and Future Coexist:
Incheon Open Port Historic and Cultural Landscape Conservation Policy

The historic and cultural landscape preservation policy of Incheon’s Open Port area 1s a notable case in
which modern-era architectural heritage and urban landscapes were systematically conserved and re-
generated, successfully constructing an urban identity that harmonizes past and future. The core of this
strategy lies not only in the designation of individual heritage sites but also in the adoption of “dis-
trict-level planning,” which introduced building height restrictions and fagade guidelines to preserve
the structural integrity of historic streetscapes, including views from Jayu Park. OFf particular signifi-
cance was the regeneration of buildings from the open port era—such as the former Nippon Yusen
Kaisha building—into the “Incheon Art Platform,” and the transformation of the entire district into an
open-air “Street Museum™ that redefined the area as a cultural landscape resource. In addition, cultural
programs centered on the Jemulpo Club and night-
time events such as the “Heritage and Culture
MNight” were introduced. These initiatives went
beyond static preservation, turning historic land-
scapes into dynamic stages for contemporary cul-
tural activities. As a result. the district has been re-
vitalized as a vibrant cultural hub, leading to in-
creased tourism and local economic growth. This
case demonstrates an advanced model of land-
scape management that redefines historic land-
scapes not as frozen relics of the past but as living
cultural resources that contribute to sustainable
urban development.
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SUMBI — Where the sea breathes, Sehwa Port, Jeju city

The SUMBI Project is a notable example of revitalizing a fishing village at Seohwa Port, Jeju Island,
through landscape design centered on haenyeo (female divers) culture and natural scenery. The proj-
ect adopted the haenyeos” diving breath, *Sunbi,” and the floating buoys, “Tewak,” as design motifs,
interpreting them in a contemporary manner to visualize the cultural identity of the area within the
landscape. Notably, deteriorated port facilities were transformed into an “open landscape connected
to the sea,” completely changing the previously closed spatial structure that separated the sea from the
village. Furthermore, the project repurposed the old, odor-prone sewage facility into “Sunbi-Bire
Park™ and the vacant former municipal office into the community hub “Jilgrangi Center,” converting
negative heritage into key local landmarks. These facilities were arranged with reference to the spatial
composition of traditional Jeju houses, creating a
landscape sequence that encourages visitors to
both relax and circulate through the space. As a
result, the project functions beyond mere physical
improvement, serving as a “living landscape” that
supports resident-led activities such as haenyeo
cultural experiences and local product sales,
while contributing to the area’s economic and
social revitalization. The SUMBI Project can be
regarded as a model for translating cultural re-
sources into landscape design and reconstructing
community bonds.
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Taishan Paobu Village Cultural Tourism Development Demonstration Project

The Paobu Village Project in Jiangmen City represents a pioneering example of revitalizing rich cul-
tural resources in rural China through contemporary landscape design. At its core lies the construction
of landscapes based on the “decoding of cultural DNA.” which emphasizes both the inheritance of
local history and culture and the creation of new value. Specifically, historic structures such as the
“Lide Primary School™ and the “Qiaolu Residence”™ were restored and revitalized, not merely pre-
served, but reimagined as venues for artistic creation and cultural experience. In this way, a layered
cultural landscape was formed, bridging past and present. Moreover, the project conserved and en-
hanced the surrounding “original scenery™ of fields, rivers, and forests, thereby maintaining a beauti-
ful rural environment rooted in the indigenous landscape. The landscape design was systematically or-
ganized into points (historic buildings), lines (riv-
erfront landscape belts), and planes (farmland
arcas). enabling visitors to enjoy an immersive
experience of changing scenery as they walk
through the site. This approach avoided mere

il

commercialization as a tourist attraction and in- "-'_ 5
b
stead succeeded in creating a “living cultural ’IF tﬁ]] ]LH l”
landscape™ harmonized with local residents’ : 5.:4‘ 4
M

daily lives. By grounding the design in cultural
identity and linking it to contemporary life and

economic activities, the project offers a new
model for sustainable rural revitalization,
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Pasig Bigyang Buhay Muli

The Pasig River Urban Development Project is a groundbreaking initiative in Metro Manila, Philip-
pines, that revitalizes a historic river as the city’s lifeline through landscape design. The core of the
project’s landscape strategy lies in transforming 25 kilometers of riverbanks into a continuous “green
corridor” composed of esplanades and bicycle paths. This network, comprising 55 hectares of espla-
nades and approximately 200 hectares of green parks, is designed not merely as a passageway but as
public space fostering recreation and social interaction. Completed sections have revitalized the wa-
terfront with improved paving and planting, hosting events attracting up to 500,000 participants, rap-
idly restoring the area as a vibrant urban space. In terms of design, the project utilizes space beneath
the LRT elevated tracks and integrates historical assets to introduce diversity and local identity into
what might otherwise be monotonous linear
spaces. Furthermore, the “in-city resettlement
program™ relocates rivering communities within
the city, embedding social inclusion within the
landscape plan and representing an innovative ap-
proach. The project integrates ecological resto-
ration, social inclusion, and economic revitaliza-
tion, offering a pioneering model for comprehen-
sively redefining urban landscapes. Its signifi-
cance lies not only in river regeneration but also

in reestablishing the river as a cultural and social
node within the urban fabric.
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Exploring Nature-based Solutions on Refined Waterbird Habitats Restoration
in High-density Urban Area: A Case Study of the Futian Mangrove
National Important Wetland in Shenzhen, China

The Shenzhen Futian Mangrove Wetland Project represents a pioneering example of precisely restor-
ing waterbird habitats in a high-density urban environment using Nature-based Solutions (NbS). The
core of the project lies in the reconfiguration of previously fragmented fish ponds according to the eco-
logical needs of waterbirds. By combining six key methods—including the removal of embankments
to unify water surfaces, precise water-level control through smart sluices, and the creation of tidal flats
and bare islands—a mosaic habitat suitable for a variety of waterbird species was established. Notably,
the intentional arrangement of shallow waters, tidal flats, and deep areas functions as an ecological in-
frastructure that simultaneously attracts species
with different foraging behaviors. Additionally,
buffer green zones were established around the
wetland to separate the ecosystem from urban
human activity, providing a landscape-based
buffer function. As a result, the population of the
black-faced spoonbill increased approximately
fivefold, leading to international recognition of
the wetland’s importance. This project demon-
strates that landscape design can function not
merely as an aesthetic measure but as precise eco-
logical engineering capable of restoring urban
biodiversity. It represents an advanced practice of
ecological restoration and offers a new model for &
the coexistence of cities and nature.
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The First Administrative New Town in the Joseon Dynasty King Jeongjo
and Suwon Hwaseong's Dream(Suwon Heritage King Jeongjo’s Joyful Procession,
A City Where Daily Life Becomes Culture)

Suwon City, centered on the UNESCO World Cultural Heritage site Suwon Hwaseong, has developed
a sustainable urban model that harmonizes historical landscapes with contemporary urban life. The
core of the project’s landscape strategy lies not merely in restoring historical buildings, but in regener-
ating the surrounding area around Hwaseong as a “living cultural landscape.” Specifically, the project
preserves hanok (traditional houses) and transforms them into experience villages, and removes con-
crete coverings on the Suwon River to restore its ecology, thereby forming an integrated landscape net-
work combining historical heritage and natural ecosystems. Moreover, media art events such as the
“Suwon Night Tour™ transform historical spaces
into stages for contemporary cultural experiences,
providing appealing landscapes both day and
night. As a result, the area functions not only as a
tourist destination but also as a living space inte-
grated with citizens’ daily lives, generating signif-
icant increases in visitors and economic benefits.
This initiative positions cultural landscapes as a
“living heritage” continually updated through citi-
Zen participation rather than static preservation,
achieving both urban identity and sustainability,
and representing an advanced model for heri-
tage-based urban development.
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Institutes

UN — Habitat Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific
Asian Habitat Society

Fukuoka Asian Urban Research Center

Asia Townscape Design Society

Korea Landscape Council
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UN —Habitat Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific é/
UN-habitat Asia-pacific Office:was established in August 1997 and its office is located in Fukuoka. &
This office aims to promote habitat environment development of Asia and pacific \\ l}/
area, and carry out habitat schedule of UNDhabitat, promotes the relation and coopera- \5 4/
tion between UN-habitat and regional government and other departments, and im-

8 Pt UN-HABITAT

proves work efficiency.
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Asian Habitat Society

Asian Habitat Society (hereinafter referred to as AHS) is a non— govern-

mental and non— profit making organization, which commits itself to boost

the international cooperation and regional cooperation among Asian coun-

tries in the field of sustainable development, and explore theory and prac-

‘ ' tice research of habitat enhancement in Asian countries. The society mem-

T AR I l:'ers in_clude specia!ists in rese:‘arch, teachii?g, planning, fiesirgnj investment,

Asian Habitat Sociely inancing, developing, operating, managing and serving in the field of
development.
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Fukuoka Asian Urban Research Center

The Fukuoka Asian Urban Research Center was established to develop urban
strategies for the future, based on research into urban policies and the Asian
perspectives, with the cooperation of the Fukuoka City, its residents, the
industries. and the academic circles.

We generate and exchange information through networking, serving as a URC
coordinator to help diverse sectors interact with each other effectively. B
We help to find the solutions to urban issues that arise from a changing soci- e b

ety.
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Asia Townscape Design Society

The matrix of Asia Townscape Design Society is “Kyrshu Landscape Material Research
Association” having been convened so far ever since 1997 with enterprises of landscape
materials as its center. This research association gets together universities, Ministry of
Economy, Trade and Industry of Japan, Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and
ATDeS Tourism Fukuoka County, Fukuoka City, Kitakyushu City and landscape enterprises to
JalaTownacape Dusign Socety discuss the policies for improving landscapes.
ERANRAE In recent years, various Asian countries have paid more and more attention to the problem
of landscape. People no longer seek for purely neat and orderly landscapes. They begin to
gradually rediscover the charms of Asian landscapes and probe into the means of landscape existence that
adapts to the perception of Asian people. For this purpose, “Asian Landscape Design Academy” was set up
in 2004, It is an academy always devoted to the research into various topics concerning Asian landscapes.
Since its establishment in 2004, the meetings of the academy have been held in turn in such countries as
Japan, China and Korea. In addition, meetings of industry, university and government have been held in
such cities as Fukuoka, Tokyo, Kyoto, Guangzhou, Shanghai, Seoul and Busan.
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Korea Landscape Council
Korea Landscape Council (KL.C)

Recognizing the complex and holistic nature of landscapes, the Landscape Council was established in
2005 as an integrated organization that brought together academics, government officials, and industry
professionals from related sectors to promote comprehensive and collaborative research.

In 2009, the organization was renamed the Korea Landscape Council (KLC) and has since expanded
its work across diverse fields of research, education, and professional capacity-building, continuing its
mission to advance the theory and practice of landscape in Korea.
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