2024 ASIAN TOWNSCAPE AWARDS

WINNING PROJECT INTRODUCTION

ASIAN TOWNSCAPE AWARDS
7 V7 8w R @8 H
Z M B w5 B %

Y our participation in this survey is much appreciated !

UN@HABITAT <% & & ..

Urban Research Institute

FOR A BETTER URBAN FUTURE BN NSRS URC ATDeS

i i i Fukuoka Asian pect gt
Asian Habitat Society =~ Uivan Research Contor Frrrires






Asian Townscape Awards
Organizer:
UN—HABITAT's Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific
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Fukuoka Asian Urban Research Center
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Architecture & Urban Research Institute (AURI)

Cities in various countries worldwide share the following concern: The creation of townscape has
become a focus for enhancing urban image, and urban environment and features have become key

elements for competition among cities.
In order to extensively exchange precious experience that various countries and regions have accumu-

lated during the construction of townscape, further popularize important results of various Asian
regions in urban construction, commend cities, personages and activities that have achieved positive
results in such aspects as the protection of natural resources and ecological environment, the construc-
tion of residential environment, and the vigorous inheritance of history and culture, especially those
that have produced positive, conspicuous and far —reaching influence in the sustainable development
and construction and that can play a role of demonstration and promotion in Asia and the world at large,
UN—HABITAT Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific, Asian Habitat Society and Fukuoka Asian
Urban Research Center, Asian Townscape Design Society have jointly set up the Asian townscape

Awards in 2 Apr.2010.
The inaugural Asian townscape Awards will be awarded in autumn in every year. This year, UN

officials, governmental officials from various Asian countries, and senior experts in the field of the
residential environment in Asia gathered to together discuss the outstanding accomplishments and

successful experience of Asia in residential environment and townscape.
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Innovative ecological landscape helps the integrated development of cultural and tourism
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Shunde Wenming Bridge Park Revitalization Project

This project, located on the west side of Demei Road in the Shunde High-tech Zone, was carried out
through donations from companies and investments from government platform enterprises. The
project covers an area of 4,177 square meters with a total investment of 3.6 million yuan. The main
focus is the restoration of the Wenming Bridge, which has a history of over 600 years, with the goal
of protecting the surrounding ecological environment and revitalizing the area around the bridge.
Alongside the bridge restoration, the surrounding environment was enhanced, and seven cultural
scenes were created. It is expected to attract 1.5 to 2 million visitors annually in the future,
positioning it as a model for culturally-driven public space development. The project has been praised
for not only restoring the historical structure but also incorporating green spaces, lakes, and artistic
designs. Additionally, the diverse funding and
human resources provided by companies and the
government allowed the project to be completed
at a low cost, which has been highly evaluated.
Moreover, the preservation and utilization of
historical landscapes have revived the local
identity that was at risk of being lost due to
urbanization, improving the quality of life for
both residents and tourists.
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West gate of Tenjin Big Bang ''people, goods, and things"
Fukuoka Daimyo Garden City

This is an urban mixed-use development project aimed at revitalizing the region by harmonizing the
old and new, utilizing the site of the former Daimyo Elementary School in the center of Fukuoka
City. At the heart of the project is a distinctive plaza surrounded by a tower building housing hotels
and offices, a terrace building that includes a community center and startup support facilities, as well
as various structures for gatherings and events. The project aims to create a hub where citizens and
businesses can gather and generate new value. The design of the tower, in particular, is highly
regarded for following the historical layout of the area while ensuring visibility and smooth
pedestrian flow. Despite being a large facility, the project has been praised for its harmonious
integration with the natural environment and surrounding landscape, balancing both artistic and
functional qualities. Additionally, the plaza, as a B
public space, functions as a place of relaxation % E
for citizens and as a venue for events, : T SE
contributing to the revitalization of the local
community. By preserving the site of the former
school and transforming it into a new urban icon,
the project has been recognized as a symbol of
Fukuoka City and as a model project
demonstrating corporate engagement in urban =

|
development. =
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Quarryside

Quarryside is a collaborative landscape project located in Quarry Bay, Hong Kong, promoted through
the cooperation of the government, NGOs, and the private sector. The primary aim of this project is to
provide a sustainable and inclusive community space for local residents and visitors. The design
incorporates elements that enrich the visitor experience and promote social interaction and a sense of
community. At the entrance, there is a welcoming plaza designed to draw visitors into the space and
encourage active participation. The plaza, lush green lawns, and sitting areas serve as places for
relaxation and socializing, while the open lawn area regularly hosts local performances, bringing
vibrancy to the community. Additionally, there is a pet-friendly area where residents can enjoy time
with their pets in a well-maintained environment. This project has been recognized for effectively
transforming an underutilized urban space into a
valuable community asset. It is particularly
appreciated for its significance to local residents,
its sophisticated design, and its balanced use of
space, making it a successful example of
sustainable urban space creation.
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Iloilo River Esplanade

This project is a comprehensive initiative aimed at addressing the pollution and environmental
degradation of the Iloilo River caused by unregulated human activities, while promoting sustainable
development. Based on the "lloilo River Development Master Plan" formulated in 2002, a 7.8 km
promenade and public spaces have been developed, with the goal of restoring the local ecosystem and
fostering tourism and regional economic growth. The promenade connects old and new commercial
districts, designed to harmonize nature with urban areas, and has contributed to an increase in tourist
visits and rising real estate values as the largest linear park in the Philippines. Key achievements of
this project include environmental conservation efforts such as the regeneration of mangroves, river
cleaning, and the removal of illegal structures. As a result, the ecosystem of the Iloilo River has been
restored, providing residents and tourists with
spaces to connect with nature. Additionally, the
esplanade’s design respects the region's history
and culture, creating a relaxing space for citizens
through public art and greenery. The project has
also successfully revitalized the local economy,
with notable expansion in tourism, business, and
real estate growth. Overall, it is highly regarded

as a successful example of balancing ecosystem
restoration with economic development.
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Landscape Development of Iwakuni Castle Town District

This initiative aims to preserve the historical and cultural landscapes of the Yokoyama and Iwakuni
districts in Iwakuni City, while also revitalizing the town. The area, rich in natural beauty with
landmarks such as Kintai Bridge, Shiroyama, and the Nishiki River, was designated as a scenic
district in 1938. Many historical buildings and traditional streetscapes remain preserved to this day.
The project’s purpose is to implement meticulous landscape conservation based on a landscape plan
that systematically organizes the historical townscape design, adhering to landscape formation
standards. In particular, when the area was designated as an Important Cultural Landscape in 2021,
support systems were established not only for the appearance of the town but also for everyday life
and business activities, advancing town development that makes the most of the area’s unique
characteristics. This initiative has gained attention as an effective urban regeneration project that
addresses challenges like the increase in vacant
homes and regional decline, while improving
tourism and livability. The revitalization of
cultural activities, such as festivals, traditional
fishing, and various experiential tours, and the
long-term collaboration between local
governments, experts, and residents have been
praised. Furthermore, it has been highly regarded
for balancing the preservation of historical assets
with the sustainability of the community, while
creating a unified scenic landscape.
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Innovative ecological landscape helps the integrated development of cultural and
tourism industries “Kunshan Chain -Yuandian”ingenuity

This project is a key initiative aimed at utilizing the rich cultural resources of southern Kunshan to
promote the development of the cultural tourism industry and regional revitalization. By connecting
scattered historical cultural heritage sites and tourist attractions, the project integrates tourism with
culture, centering on the ancient water town culture and the traditional brick kiln culture. Specific
efforts include the reuse of idle assets, the development of eco-cycle routes, and the greening of a
30-hectare area, fostering a fusion of eco-tourism and local industries. The project has been praised
for revitalizing the regional economy through the preservation of cultural heritage and the effective
use of tourism resources. It attracts more than 500,000 tourists annually, generating an economic
effect of 100 million yuan (approximately 2
billion yen). Additionally, the creation of an
eco-landscape system has enabled the
coexistence of environmental protection and
tourism industry development, contributing to the
realization of a low-carbon society. Furthermore,
over 2,000 jobs have been created, significantly
improving the livelihoods of local residents. This
project has been highly regarded as an exemplary
case for promoting shared prosperity between
urban and rural areas.
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Development of Hambaksan Central Park in Godeok International District

This project in Godeok International District, Pyeongtaek City, Gyeonggi Province, is aimed at
addressing rapid urbanization and population growth by promoting environmental restoration,
community recovery, and sustainable development. The design reflects local features such as pear
orchards, terraced fields, and the well of Seojeong-ri, incorporating elements like Orchard Gardens, a
musical fountain, and an eco-center to harmonize urban life with nature and improve the quality of
life for residents. The project’s notable adoption of universal design ensures accessibility for all users.
Additionally, it has been recognized for its contribution to biodiversity by connecting forests with
waterways, creating habitats for wildlife. The design, which takes into account the protection of
species such as herons and toads, serves as a model for environmental conservation. The project also
fosters regional revitalization through corporate
collaborations and cultural events. Its success lies
in maximizing the existing topography and
ecosystem while minimizing the impact of
urbanization to create a new urban park.
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Breaking Free from Preconceptions! A New Era of Urban Space Innovation

The Daegang Green Plaza Project is a large-scale urban regeneration plan carried out in Suncheon
City, South Korea, which transformed a flood control reservoir with a 100-year history into a green
plaza. The project aims to create an ecological corridor extending from the Suncheon Bay Wetlands,
promoting the coexistence of environmental preservation and urban life, while establishing an
environment where endangered species can reach urban areas. It also presents a sustainable model
that minimizes carbon emissions and offers innovative solutions for urban space restructuring, such as
the establishment of vehicle-restricted zones. This has led to the conversion of car-prioritized gray
roads into lush walkways, creating a space where people can gather and find relaxation. Notably, the
park was developed with a focus on universal design, ensuring accessibility for everyone, which has
been highly praised. The incorporation of designs
by the world-renowned garden designer, Charles
Jencks, has added both innovation and artistry to
the project. Furthermore, the approach of
working together with local residents to integrate
environmental and disaster prevention measures
has been highly regarded, making this project a
bold initiative aimed at the sustainable
development of the city.
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Zhonglou Historical District Regeneration Project, Taiyuan

This revitalization project was carried out over a 10.65-hectare area in the Bell Tower Street of
Taiyuan, a city with over a thousand years of history. With a total investment of 1.1 billion yuan, the
project began in May 2019 and was completed in July 2023. To achieve Taiyuan’s strategic goal of
becoming a "millennium cultural heritage city," the project aimed to revive the city's cultural identity
and create an urban landscape. It was implemented through a model combining government support
and market-driven platforms. The project overcame various challenges, including the pandemic,
financial constraints, and technical difficulties, successfully preserving and restoring historical
buildings while effectively introducing new commercial and cultural functions. This transformation
turned a once-declining urban cultural and commercial district into a modern urban space, restoring
Taiyuan's historical identity. The design, which respects the street’s traditional architectural style and
texture, has been highly praised for its blend of
history, modernity, and the future. The project’s
focus on revitalizing the area through the
preservation and restoration of cultural heritage
has yielded significant results, improving the
living environment for local residents. Overall,
the project has successfully balanced the
regeneration of the city’s traditional landscape
with economic and cultural development,
contributing to the overall growth of Taiyuan.
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National Tourism Strategic Area Labuan Bajo: Marina Beach Waterfront
Development Program

This project is being carried out in the Komodo area of Flores Island, Indonesia, with the goal of
developing tourism and fostering regional economic growth. The primary aim is to promote the
region’s economic development by enhancing tourism infrastructure, including ports, accommodation
facilities, and recreational areas, with a focus on UNESCO World Heritage sites like Komodo
National Park. Special emphasis is placed on the development of the Marina Beach waterfront area,
where infrastructure improvements and the expansion of public spaces are being actively pursued.
The project is highly regarded for revitalizing the local economy through sustainable tourism and
improving the quality of life for residents. In particular, systems are being implemented to support
small entrepreneurs, artisans, and tourism service providers, ensuring that the benefits of tourism are
fairly distributed within the local community.
Furthermore, the participatory planning process
has been praised, as it allows local residents to be
involved in the project and ensures the design
respects regional traditions. The redevelopment
of the waterfront is expected to contribute
significantly to tourism promotion and regional
economic growth, making it a project to watch
for its potential to create a diverse range of
tourism and economic activities.
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Institutes

UN — Habitat Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific
Asian Habitat Society

Fukuoka Asian Urban Research Center

Asia Townscape Design Society

Architecture & Urban Research Institute (AURI)
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UN@HABITAT

FOR A BETTER URBAN FUTURE
UN—Habitat Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific

UN —habitat Asia— pacific Office:was established in August 1997 and its office is located in Fukuoka.
This office aims to promote habitat environment development of Asia and pacific area, and carry out
habitat schedule of UN—habitat, promotes the relation and cooperation between UN—habitat and
regional government and other departments, and improves work efficiency.
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Asian Habitat Society

Asian Habitat Society (hereinafter referred to as AHS) is a non—govern-

mental and non — profit making organization, which commits itself to boost

the international cooperation and regional cooperation among Asian coun-

tries in the field of sustainable development, and explore theory and prac-

‘ ' tice research of habitat enhancement in Asian countries. The society mem-
TN R R e ?ers in‘clude special‘ists in resegrch, teachir‘lg, planning, Flesign, investment,
inancing, developing, operating, managing and serving in the field of

Asian Habitat Society

development.
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Fukuoka Asian Urban Research Center

The Fukuoka Asian Urban Research Center was established to develop urban
strategies for the future, based on research into urban policies and the Asian
perspectives, with the cooperation of the Fukuoka City, its residents, the
industries, and the academic circles.

We generate and exchange information through networking, serving as a

URC

coordinator to help diverse sectors interact with each other effectively. T

Urban Research Center

We help to find the solutions to urban issues that arise from a changing soci-
ety.
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Asia Townscape Design Society

The matrix of Asia Townscape Design Society is “Kyrshu Landscape Material Research
Association” having been convened so far ever since 1997 with enterprises of landscape
materials as its center. This research association gets together universities, Ministry of
Economy, Trade and Industry of Japan, Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and
ATDeS Tourism Fukuoka County, Fukuoka City, Kitakyushu City and landscape enterprises to
saTownscape Design socety - (iscuss the policies for improving landscapes.
ikt In recent years, various Asian countries have paid more and more attention to the problem
of landscape. People no longer seek for purely neat and orderly landscapes. They begin to
gradually rediscover the charms of Asian landscapes and probe into the means of landscape existence that
adapts to the perception of Asian people. For this purpose, “Asian Landscape Design Academy” was set up
in 2004. It is an academy always devoted to the research into various topics concerning Asian landscapes.
Since its establishment in 2004, the meetings of the academy have been held in turn in such countries as
Japan, China and Korea. In addition, meetings of industry, university and government have been held in
such cities as Fukuoka, Tokyo, Kyoto, Guangzhou, Shanghai, Seoul and Busan.
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Urban Research Institute

Architecture & Urban Research Institute (AURI)

Architecture & Urban Research Institute (AURI) is a government-funded research institute established with
the goal of contributing to the improvement of public welfare and sustainable development of the country
and local communities by conducting comprehensive research on architecture and urban space.
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