ASIAN TOWNSCAPE AWARDS
7 27 8w ] B B
oM B F OB O

UN@HABITAT

FOR A BETTER URBAN FUTURE

-»
T AR ) A
Asian Habitat Society

URC

Fulwﬂgmn
Urban Research Conter

ATDeS
Ped o rate
“anwaia

(auri)

Architecture &
Urban Research Institute



Qtﬂ 2020 Asian Townscape Awards

Project JiHZHK  JAVIOH LTENEH Countries

2020 Asian Townscape Awards

Revitalization of Madhyapur Thimi Municipality by restoration of historical and cultural heritage
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Project for the Creation of “Town Network of Springwater and Trees” by Regenerating the Environmen-
tal Resources of Mishima, the City of Water, through Regional Partnership” Lo
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Old Railway Boardwalk (Oita Historic Corridor)
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Go for Green City by Remodeling 40-year-old City Office
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Story of Seoul Forest Park, Moving Forward with Citizens
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Forest City Water Cycle System & Sponge City Concept Application
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Revitalization of Madhyapur Thimi Municipality by restoration of historical and
cultural heritage

Madhyapur Thimi, located in Nepal’s Kathmandu Valley, has a long history and retains much
important historical and cultural heritage such as temples decorated with carving, and inscriptions.
However, even as the traditional characteristics of the city were being lost due to a rapid rise in
population and urbanization, the powerful earthquake which occurred in 2015 resulted in damage to
many historical structures, and the city was faced with the stark situation of loss of its historical
tangible and intangible heritage. In an effort to overcome the situation, led by the mayor,
revitalization of the municipality through restoration of heritage began.

A major feature of the project was the cooperation between the municipality and the local community,
which proactively participated for example in the restoration and reconstruction of buildings and
public spaces. Through such activities, progress

was made in the creation of livable space for

residents who at the same time rediscovered the

importance of the city’s heritage and came to feel

a sense of responsibility towards its preservation.

And with the revival of traditional festivals and

the passing down of traditional construction

techniques, regeneration was achieved not just for

tangible heritage but also for intangible heritage.

This is an excellent reconstruction model for cities

through the restoration of tangible and intangible

cultural heritage, and has received much praise

from many local governments as a good example

of a heritage restoration project.
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Guangzhou Nansha Lingshan Island
Sustainable Development of Waterfront New Town

The project is located in Nansha District, at the southernmost end of Guangzhou City, Guangdong
Province, and at the northernmost end of the sea area of Guangdong, Hong Kong and Macao Greater
Bay Area. It is an important node and gateway between the Greater Bay Area and the inland. With
"waterfront characteristics, green Nansha and waterside vitality" as its concept, and the Diamond
Water City as the starting point of its core design, this project introduces the unique cultural elements
of Lingnan and combines rich innovative ideas to display the waterfront features of Nansha.

The project follows the principle of "sustainable development" to create new habitats by leaving
biological corridors in tact and restoring intertidal biological habitats. The project adheres to the
"people-oriented" principle and applies the concept of "width for height" to create waterfront open
space in which man and nature coexist
harmoniously. The project retains intangible
cultural heritage space through the construction of |

a two-level system of sponge park green space to i

PR S e

extend the unique cultural elements and
water-town vitality of Lingnan. This project has
actively incorporated the construction of a sponge
city, green building and low-carbon
comprehensive transportation system to display
the vitality and cultural sustainability of the
waterfront public space of the new city.
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Landscape Improvement Project of Khlong Ong Ang Canal

The Khlong Ong Ang Canal, which flows through the old town of Bangkok, Thailand, is a historical
waterway built in the 1700s which also has a history of supporting commerce in the city with its
floating market. Under pressure from the modernization of trade, the canal fell into disuse, its
landscape suffered damage and the area became desolate.

As a pilot project for the old town regeneration master plan, in 2015 Bangkok Metropolitan Council
with the participation of local residents, private sector and academic organizations created a master
plan to improve the Khlong Ong Ang Canal and it surrounding areas, then started work.

Bangkok Metropolitan Council made infrastructural improvements such as upgrading sidewalks
along the canal and between the canal and points where transportation can be accessed, as well as
burying power cables and wastewater pipes. The local community, realizing that the improved space
had value as public space, made use of it for

recreation and as a venue for events. As a result,

the area was reborn into a modern city landmark

and tourist attraction. This project is a new model

for urban regeneration, in which the local

community realized the importance of the canal,

recognized it as national heritage and furthermore

valued it and gained a heightened awareness of

the significance of passing it on to future

generations.
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Project for the Creation of “Town Network of Springwater and Trees” by Regen-
erating the Environmental Resources of Mishima, the City of Water, through
Regional Partnership”

In Mishima City, which was once known as the “City of Water,” water flows in streams through the city center
from springs fed from Mount Fuji. From 1960, they became polluted channels as spring water reduced, rivers
became contaminated and garbage was dumped into them. In December 1991, a memorandum of
understanding was concluded with UK Groundwork HQ, and in September 1992, “Groundwork Mishima”
comprised of a network of 20 organizations was formed, which was the first time “groundwork,” originally
founded in the UK, had been introduced in Japan. From 1992 until 2000, under Shizuoka Prefecture’s
“Prefecture-Operated Mishima Central Area Water Environment Improvement Project,” the Genbagawa
Irrigation Canal Water Amenity Park was implemented. Then from 2000 until 2010, through Mishima City’s
“Babbling Water Everywhere Project,” water features and a circular walking route were created. From 1992
until 2020, through community collaboration between citizens, NPOs local government and businesses, work
was implemented at 70 locations within the city. Two years were spent on “Problem-finding and treasure
excavation,” the “Spring Water Network City of Water
and Greenery” action plan was formulated, then over
three years that included regeneration of the polluted
Genbegawa Irrigation Canal environs, more than 250
garbage clearances were carried out, while plans for
parks to give ease of access to water were studied over
200 times, In addition, natural environment surveys
were carried out, water environs observation programs
were held, mini park improvement sessions with
neighborhood associations were carried out, school
biotopes were created, and environmental courses
held.. Through the restoration of the clear waters of the
Genbagawa Irrigation Canal, once a polluted channel,
it has been transformed into a recreation area for
residents, a place to play for children and a tourist
spot. Visited by many tourists from Japan and
overseas, agricultural irrigation facilities are being
used and praised as new touristic and environmental
spots.
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Nagasaki Urban Design System

In the early 1960s, almost none of the old Western houses originally built in the Oura District of
Nagasaki City remained, and land between the waterfront and Route 499 had become an area of
warehouses which prefectural residents could not enter. With the aim of regeneration, Nagasaki
formulated the “Nagasaki Urban Renaissance 2001 Plan” in March 1986 with 3 guiding principles:
human environment city, advanced industry city and international peace exchange city. The Nagasaki
Port Inner Harbor Redevelopment Project, which was part of the plan, was prioritized and work on it
was commenced. In carrying out various development projects in areas surrounding Nagasaki Port,
advice on design was received from experts, and overall design coordination between individual
projects was implemented, resulting in the formation of high-quality urban landscape. With 20 years
of design coordination under the Urban Design System for Areas Surrounding Nagasaki Port, build-
ings with high-quality design that harmonize with

the surrounding landscape and that have affinity

for water have been created. And with the prog-

ress in formation of the series of areas incorporat-

ed into the project, both prefectural residents and

tourists can now enjoy the scenery of the port and

the entire district bustles with activity. This

system, under which experts discuss and evaluate

designs, is a pioneering approach that could

become a model for other cities.
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Old Railway Boardwalk (Oita Historic Corridor)

Located 10 minutes by foot east of Oita Station on a former railway site on the east side of the Nippo Main
Line, the project was completed in October 2019. The 440-meter long, 10,000 square-meter site, which
remained after track elevation had been carried out, has been used to create a historical corridor, citizens’ plaza
and disaster-prevention plazas stretching from the city center to Otomo Ruins. The main facilities include a
boardwalk, observation deck, grassed plazas (disaster-prevention plazas), semi-natural areas and basketball
court. With the completion of the Nippo Main Line track elevation work around Oita Station in March 2012,
carried out under the Oita Station Area Integrated Development Project, the north and south parts of the city
district that had been divided by the line became joined. At the same time, as a result of excavation, it was
discovered that an area to the north of the eastern extremity of the old Nippo Main Line tracks contained ruins
of the Otomo clan hall. With this, Oita City mapped out a policy to turn the area into a historical park, and it
was decided to use the old railway site as a historical corridor to the Otomo Ruins, to thereby enliven and make
effective use of the site. In connection with the Oita
Station Area Integrated Development Project, work
on a land readjustment project south of the station,
Symbol Road “Oita Ikoi-no-michi,” and plazas to the
north and south of Oita Station was also carried out.
As part of the Oita Station Area Integrated
Development Project, the Railway Site Boardwalk
Plaza Project makes use of a site which had
completed its previous role for the railway, and which
has been regenerated into a “plaza” incorporating
many features such as bio- and historical corridors,
could become a model for future urban renewal.
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Go for Green City by Remodeling 40-year-old City Office

The out-of-date and cramped Gangdong-gu Office building erected in 1979 needed reconstruction. To
make decisions on the overall course of action and details regarding the new district office building,
Gangdong-gu Office appointed a new construction committee comprised of administrative officers,
experts, and local residents. Although there had been discussions on moving the office, based on the
opinions of residents it was decided not to do this. Instead, the adjacent Gangdong Police Station was
acquired, remodeled, and reborn as an eco-friendly cultural office building. The solar panels installed
in the remodeling process not only produce renewable energy, but also symbolize storage pits found
at the Amsa-dong Prehistoric Settlement Site, which are characteristic of Gangdong-gu. The office
square, previously used as a parking lot, was rebuilt into a 1,300m2 green plaza and given the name
Yeollintteul. It hosts various events such as outdoor exhibitions, street performances, and children’s
festivals. Here, local residents can enjoy cultural art performances or rest. Also, a pedestrian path on
the site was widened and a fountain and children’s
playground created to provide the community
with a place to relax. A disability employment
café established within the office building adds
social value, while a community gallery, and the
Yeollin gallery that lines the hallway, are much
appreciated by residents as a culture space.
Gangdong-gu did not jump on the “newer and
bigger” bandwagon but has instead striven to
maintain and develop a sustainable community
centered on environmental friendliness, culture,
and sharing.
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Story of Seoul Forest Park, Moving Forward with Citizens

Seoul Forest Park, located in northwestern Seoul where the Hangang River and Jungrangcheon
Stream meet, forms the core of a new green corridor and provides a healthy city environment for
citizens. It is also environmentally significant as a habitat and migration pathway for various wild
animals. Seoul Forest Park is different from other parks in that it was created over a long timeframe.
This was done so that citizens could participate directly in planning, creating, maintaining, and
managing the park, and from the planning stage in 2002 to today, they have actively participated in
various areas. In particular, managing authority was entrusted to the private sector organization Seoul
Green Trust, which has been managing Seoul Forest Park since November 2016. The Seoul Forest
Park Conservancy, part of the Seoul Green Trust, conducts various activities to enhance citizens’
awareness of city parks and to fulfill the “green value” of cities under the guiding principles of
working according to citizens’ wishes and with
their participation in all aspects of park operation,
including the execution of volunteer work,
programs, and events, as well as work related to
safety, gardening, and facility management. The
Seoul Forest Park Conservancy demonstrates the
potential of park management through donations
and voluntary services by citizens in the form of
projects, such as “adopt-a bench/tree”” and land
restoration capital projects to create new gardens
and improve landscapes.
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Miracles on the Tachwa River was made possible by the 1.14 million people of
Ulsan

Tachwagang National Garden is continuously regenerating itself. The Tachwagang River has been
Ulsan’s river of life since prehistoric times. For the past 50 years, Ulsan has earned its presence as a
national industrial capital through urbanization and industrialization focused on economic growth.
However, this also turned the Tachwagang River into a river of death. Fish no longer inhabited it and
birds no longer landed there. The city of Ulsan declared itself Ecopolis Ulsan in 2004 to revive
Taehwagang and create an environmentally friendly city. The public and private sectors, as well as
academia, cooperated to proceed with around 50 projects. These projects sought to recover the
Tachwagang River ecology with an investment of 972.3 billion won. As a result, salmon, cranes, and
otters have returned to the Tachwagang River. It is now a unique urban environmental tourist
attraction where nature and city coexist. Thanks ————
to such efforts, it was designated National
Garden No.2 on July 12, 2019. It now operates
67 gardens themed on bamboo, aquatic plants,
and the national flower Mugunghwa. They reflect
Ulsan’s local, historical, and cultural
characteristics. Tachwagang National Garden is
inarguably the most popular landmark in Ulsan,
and Ulsan City will continue with its endeavors
to make Ulsan a global garden city. Even at this
very moment, Tachwagang is quietly
regenerating its cityscape with its nature and

people.
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Fengwei River Restoration- Xixian New District Energy Finance and Trade Zone

The project is located in Xixian New District, Xi'an City, Shaanxi Province. Based on the concept of
"ecological river management", the project makes full use of the riverbank landscape to improve the
tableland agriculture landscape by retaining the natural form of the river and the original ecological
wetland. On the one hand, after a baseline ecological survey was carried out, the project made efforts
to reduce human interventions such as dredging and bank protection to avoid channelization and
hardening of the river. On the other hand, the project has made endeavors to effectively reduce
wastage of water resources, and repair and improve the water landscape and water ecology of both
sides of the river with the introduction of an automatic intelligent system for sprinkler irrigation and
an anti-seepage system.

Focusing on the symbiotic relationship between water and city, the project integrates the construction
of roads and embankments to coordinate the needs of flood control and disaster relief. In addition to
the construction of broad riverbanks and low
embankments, the project has set up a diversified
waterfront landscape, activity sites and related
facilities to enhance people's familiarity with the
natural environment, and contribute to the
improvement of the living environment and
quality of urban life.

Through the joint efforts of government,
enterprises, community and architects, the project
organically integrates ecological improvement
and urban development to realize a unity with
history, culture, inheritance and memory. It
provides a complete model and demonstration for
river management and urban development in
areas that have a shortage of water resources.
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Forest City Water Cycle System & Sponge City Concept Application

The project is located on the Iskandar Peninsula in the Southern Economic Corridor of Malaysia.
With the aim of creating an ecological water-saving city, the project promotes the concept of
"sustainable development". By using international advanced "sewage treatment technology" and a
"system for reclaimed water reuse using constructed wetland", and following the "sponge city" mode
of storm-flood management, the project has achieved wide-ranging win-win benefits.

Specifically, 1) the project has achieved zero discharge of sewage and wastewater and reduced
environmental impact; 2) it directly reuses reclaimed water for irrigation of vertical and garden
greenery to restrain increasing consumption of water resources; and 3) it has built a lot of "sponges",
vertical greenery and rainwater collection systems through designed ecological balance to reduce
surface runoff, and at the same time effectively filter and collect rainwater and store it in constructed
wetland to improve landscaping and reduce consumption of water resources. Constructed wetland has
become an important water landscape of Forest
City by integrating the functions of wastewater
treatment and reuse systems with the wetland
storm-flood system, river and lake.

Forest City makes effective and cyclical use of
water resources and applies low-carbon
technology rationally to protect the ecological
environment and reduce environmental impact. As |
a complete, efficient and attractive model of .
sustainable development, the project is of great
significance to the sustainable development of
other cities in the world.
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Yedang Resorvoir Slow Lake Road

Yedangho Lake, located in Yesan-gun, the central northern region of Chuncheongnam-do Province,
Korea, was completed in 1963 to irrigate the Hongmun Plain, which stretches from Yesan-gun to
Dangjin. Its main purpose was to serve as a reservoir. However, Yesan-gun designated the lake as a
national tourist attraction and began developing it in 1986 to initiate its efforts to improve the quality
of life of county citizens. Yesan-gun developed Yedangho Lake to match the surrounding views,
thereby creating a tourist attraction with natural scenery that cannot be seen in metropolitan areas and
is unique to Yesan-gun. Tourists can take a leisurely walk for inner peace around the Yedangho Lake,
which is the largest reservoir in Korea. They can return, relieved of their stress, after enjoying various
sites and attractions. Yedang-gun saw good potential in Yedangho Lake to revitalize the community.
This led in 2019, to the creation of Yedangho Lake Slow Lake Trail around the lake which looks
towards a beautiful cityscape. Alongside the trail,
the Yedangho Suspension Bridge was opened,
which at 402 meters is the longest suspension
bridge in Korea. In 2020, a musical fountain was
installed so that tourists could enjoy a spectacular
view and a relaxing walk at the same time.

Yesan-gun is striving to create a county that is

worth revisiting. It is planning projects even
beyond 2021, including Yedangho Kind Farm
World, a monorail, and a waterfront. Efforts are
being made to maintain the image of Yedangho
Lake as a tranquil tourist attraction.
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