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Busan Christmas Tree Festival
On Busan’s Nampodong Gwangbok Road, well-known for being the liveliest part of the city, a

large-scale cultural festival takes place in the annual Christmas season. The
several-hundred-meter-long street is decorated with various kinds of Christmas trees for an entire
month, making it a huge center of Christmas festivity. At night, the beautiful illuminations allow
visitors to forget the winter cold. During the festival, various of cultural performances are also
staged, with themes such as “Let the Light of Love Spread All Over the World”, “Happy Busan
and Christmas Busan” , “A Place of Light”, “Christmas with Diverse Cultures”, and “Love and
Nl iy ‘ Healing”. And in the road space, which is
mostly given over to pedestrians, there is
much lively activity. This cultural festival
operates on the basis of support from
businesses and participation of volunteers,
and has become a symbol of the Busan
winter enjoyed by large numbers of
visitors. The festival 1is attracting

attention as a successful example of a

city event.

FWDUAIAII=TIAT1)\b

Z—FDIRDWEFBDFEIRNICH D NE R T, BFEI7IAYZADRHICH D TR
P2 AL T = AT 4 7SV BBES IV TS, 1 20 H L B E A— Ve KBz 28R/ U — 3
iDL, HRENIVATZA—@ALYED, KITRDELLNAN IR —Tar PEE | ADIESE
SNDRBRN D, W I3 & 72 b N E M T, U EZOYE%E” “Happy 2211,
Christmas 22117 “A Place of Light” “Z k72 Sk & T3 57U A~ 2" “Love and Healing(Z &

L) 5T —< 0, D KIEL L DT RART T AT OB L TEESNIZZDOED A,
WERT oD EILDOEDRAFA LI > TEL DK R EFELEETND, BITETLOER
22NN & OTEENH L2 DB RS AL, B i RA S RO L L TR v Tunag,




2014 ASTAN TOWNSCAPE AWARDS

L BRI LA

DL e R 20T 10 = e 1 e R R AR
R I > B HIS I ET HAET AT & R AR
HIALET S - B R —(E 5 BRI R B
B SRS R A BRG] - BRI AR AN
FEESEHVBAE - —FIRHE - EREAVEDOER
W RIS A R AT S H RE T aC Y S — (1
PE—ME R - BARETT SRS UE A
o DL RRE OB S "Happy £
(] ~ Christmas £11]” “A Place of Light”
"B TR BN S EHAFAVEREEET”  “Love and Healing (FHBLER) " HRFEHY - i
ESRMT RGBS IEZREECUEE AT 2R AR AR BISRE
REHIFEE » AELIPATE B oL AVIERR ZE ] FIERE T AT AE E A EENY SE » F Rt R
RUEENAY R T E B 2 L

BA FEaupiE

i
o
o
A
2

25, jd I anpAs A S 2hF

Mo =Ev. o] HW ofFuE
£ QA wER ofEte Aol
Folxivh, “A Al AbZel WS
A Place of Light”, “t}<3t &3} A st
Ag]2~uf2” | “Love and Healing”
| 52 Hulz 799 Adn e
A ALABAREY] Fotel o3
L g EH =0 FAVE Awe @b
Yq Bkl Aol dEAg} Hol Be
H}

-
wAss =44 st Ak

Aol Holi= Aol FAH o,
=AY oliES] AT AREEA
FEEIL Qlvk




2014 ASTIAN TOWNSCAPE AWARDS

Collaborative Improvement Projects in Hakata Station Area

In March 2011, taking the opportunity provided by the reconstruction of Hakata Station Building,
a large-scale commercial facility was opened within the same building, while trees were planted
and street lighting installed in the area between “Ekimae-hiroba” (station-front plaza) and
“Hakata-ekimae-dori” (the street running in front of Hakata Station), thereby greatly increasing
the area’s attractiveness to visitors. As a result, routes joining the station with nearby Canal City
and the Tenjin area have enjoyed a leap in popularity with visitors. Adjoining the station area is
the Gokusho area, in which are preserved many temples, shrines and other historical sites that
retain a strong flavor of the history and culture of the Middle Ages. And in March 2014 the Hakata
Millennium Gate, a welcome gate built to draw Hakata Station visitors to the Gokusho area, was
completed. In addition, improvements to Jotenji-mae-dori (a street in the same area) and temple
and shrine light-up‘ events have spurred tourism and exchange that make use of the district’s
legacy of history and culture. In these areas, collaborative efforts between Fukuoka City, area
management organizations, businesses and local residents to maintain and conserve the townscape
are being promoted more actively than in the past, and thereby, still greater development is

anticipated.
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Gunsan Modern Cultural Project

Located at the confluence of the Geum River
and West Sea, and surrounded by beautiful
islands and the broad Jeonju Plain, Gunsan
has been a city of affluence and beauty for a
very long time. Based on its urban strategy
for modern culture implemented in 2001 it
~ has been a representative city in the
restoration and utilization of modern cultural
heritage. Through the conservation and

maintenance of modern architecture, a belt

consisting of everything from industrial
heritage to artistic creations has been developed to recreate the modern-historical cityscape of
Gunsan. In addition, in the modern history experience space, a stage for culture and art education
where visitors can gain a direct understanding of life in the 1930s, the bustling appearance of the
city has been preserved in its original form just as it was at the time of the port opening, and it has
also become a creative space for artists in the region. Without marring the geographical features of
the area, new objectives and activities are being developed, and with the participation of many

citizens, the economy of the unified coastal and town communities has been stimulated.
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World Cultural Heritage Site “Himeji Castle” and Town Planning
for the Next Generation Through Preservation and Restoration

Located in the southwest of Hyogo
Prefecture, Himeji is a core city with a
population of more than 530,000. Himeji
Castle located in the center of Himeji
City, also known as Shirasagi Castle
(White Heron Castle), was completed in
{ the early 17th century, and designated as

one of Japan’s first World Heritage Sites
in 1993. The citizens of Himeji have made it their mission to pass on Himeji Castle in its original
appearance and beauty to the next generation, and take pride in their life culture of “Love the
Castle, Co-exist with the Castle”. For the Himeji Castle Main Keep Conservation and Renovation
Proje‘ ct, which began in 2009, the Himeji Castle Main Keep Renovation Visitor Facilities were
opened to the public from March 2011 to January 2014, attracting about 1.84 million visitors and
making a significant contribution to regional revitalization. In addition, Himeji City has been
conducting restrictive guidance in accordance with district landscape features, promoting
townscape formation centering on Himeji Castle, and taking the opportunity of the castle’s
designation as a World Heritage Site to designate 10 ten Himeji Castle viewpoints selected by the
public. At present, in areas of Himeji City where historical townscapes remain, the local

government is working with citizens to regenerate an attractive and bustling castle town.
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"Sanriku Railway'': The Symbol of Recovery from the Great
East Japan Earthquake Disaster

As joint public-private railway, which follows the beautiful,

§ tEE
deeply-indented coast of Iwate Prefecture, the Sanriku
‘ ’-";‘:i" mm’:::.a-vnm = Railway not only serves as a tourism resource, but has also
ii?l"-o :?;ﬂp % ':%?,',L: become an important transportation link in this region,
H. g El.;‘; a which is facing rapid aging of its population. Although it
wrar— ) w‘::: suffered a devastating blow in the Great East Japan
e < uoam JESR Earthquake of March 2011, what are now referred to as the
sz | b “post-disaster reconstruction rescue train” and “the
S ,l B 2 “%  earthquake learning train” resumed operation soon after the
sl disaster, providing not only a valuable means of
e i j}& E transportation for disaster victims, but also “security” and
ﬁ e = “hope” in large measure to the disaster-stricken region. The
p reconstruction of the Sanriku Railway was the wish of

the people of this region and everywhere else in Japan, and
the resumption of operation has become not just a symbol of post-disaster recovery, but has also
brought courage and hope to people in the region. In addition, during the restoration project, new
safety technology was developed and introduced to dramatically strengthen the resistance of the
railway against earthquakes and tsunami. The Sanriku Railway is a symbol of post-disaster
reconstruction carried out through cooperation within the regional community, as it responds to an
ever-changing natural environment to preserve this lifeline into the future. The railway is a

much-loved part of the landscape which has a place deep in the hearts of the region’s people.
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Bagmati Cleaning Campaign

Kathmandu, the capital of Nepal,
V,ZA ‘, i boasts picturesque natural scenery.
However, the Bagmati River which
flows through the city has been
4 seriously polluted as a result of the
rapid growth of urban population, the
! discharge of industrial and domestic

wastewater, and the dumping of

s, ) . x ; garbage, making it a symbol of
environmental deterioration. On both sides of the Bagmati River, there are world-famous religious
and cultural heritage sites. In order to restore the original beauty of this “holy river”, stakeholders
such as citizens’ organizations, the security forces, non-governmental organizations and
government agencies have been carrying out a river clean-up campaign. Taking place every
Sunday morning, this campaign has already continued for more than 100 weeks in succession.
Groups from diverse ethnic and cultural backgrounds have become involved in this voluntary
campaign. This has brought about not only improvements in water quality and riverside landscape,
but has also generated environmental awareness amongst Kathmandu citizens, and fostered a
sense of unity within the community. At the same time it has raised expectations that this is an

important undertaking that will support the growth of Katmandu.
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Wuzhen, China

Located in the Yangtze River Delta Economic Zone, the most dynamic area in China, Wuzhen

enjoys convenient transportation, a long history and varied culture, and is a typical example of a
water-town in the southern, lower reaches of the Yangtze. In 1999, based on conservation of its
waterside scenery, Wuzhen initiated a project of protective development of its historical town.
Work has included landscaping to recreate the beautiful, natural scenery and characteristic form of
a historical water town, and with a traditional lifestyle partially remaining, it is a successful
tourism development, and has subsequently earned praise from UNESCO experts who referred to
it as the “Wuzhen Model”. In decent years, Wuzhen has supplemented conventional urban
development with its city-wide tourism development strategy. With this it is fashioning a new
development model aimed at leisure and vacationing, through the creation of “new space, new
industry, new culture, new tourism facilities and a new image”, giving special focus to promoting

the development of a representative cultural event, the Wuzhen International Drama Festival.
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The Big and Small Drum Pool Resort Group

of Xibu Ecological Cultural Resort

Located in northeastern Guizhou Province
and bordering on Chongqing Municipality,
the Xibu Ecological and Cultural Resort
District boasts picturesque| scenery and
well-preserved  original natural and
cultural landscape, and is one of western
China’s ideal summer retreats. The Big
and Small Drum Pool Resort Model Area

located within the district has been

carrying out appropriate development
planning in strict accordance with the principles of protecting the natural environment and
minimizing man-made impact. At the same time, a new tourism and leisure industry is being
promoted in place of existing monoculture production. This project, through the use of local
building materials and adoption of traditional building styles, is expanding opportunities for
employment amongst the agricultural community in the area to improve their living standards, and
preserve the special characteristics of regional culture for future generations. In the search for a
sustainable development model suited to the poorer areas in western China, the conventional
development model focused on industrialization is being replaced by the introduction of a
development strategy to integrate environmental preservation and industrial development, and

unify urban areas with agricultural villages.
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Ecological Clty, Livable Yinchuan

Famous for its Xixia civilization ruins
and Islamic culture, and surrounded by
deserts and mountains on all four sides,
Yinchuan is an important city of trade
¥ and commerce located strategically on
the new Eurasian Continental Bridge.
Based on a comprehensive urban plan,

measures such as the establishment of a

- related series of ordinances concerning
the preservation of the ecosystem, and by making use of international assistance, through lake and
wetland conservation and afforestation projects made possible by reallocating water resources, an
aquatic ecosphere has been created for the city. This together with the image “the city is
surrounded by water, there is water in the city”, is helping to create a comfortable living
environment. These undertakings are improving the living environment for residents, leading to
the development of urban tourism, as well as playing a role in raising the profile of the city within
the Islamic cultural sphere and increasing its influence there. At the same time, these efforts are
spurring both economic development and environmental conservation, which are targets that small
and medium-sized cities in China’s western region aspire to. In particular for the ecological
restoration of this region, which is disadvantaged in terms of water resources, this landscape

model is providing food for thought, and raising hopes.
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Independence Square Re-development Project

Following the end of many years of civil
& war, this epoch-making project has been
& carried out with the aim of developing an
extensive area of public space as a
landmark so as to provide Colombo with
green  space featuring  picturesque
landscape and well-designed parks. Many
historical colonial era buildings have been

| turned into upscale shopping facilities and

restaurants, while others have been
adapted for holding national events. The
old horse-racing track has been redeveloped into an area for relaxation and refreshment for the
people of Colombo, and includes a leisure area, ponds, a jogging course and cycling track. This
project has added to the value of historical heritage in the city’s landscape, recovering not just the
pride of Sri Lankan buildings, but also bringing to the forefront a respect for the natural
environment, while providing an attractive and comfortable open space that promotes
environmental awareness amongst the public. Through the preservation and utilization of
architectural heritage, the project has successfully raised the value of land resources while

contributing to the growth of Sri Lanka’s economy and tourism industry.

I RIHWIEER

ZOFHEIL, BEEROVTENEK TRICIELORBET A S ER 2 2 itz an
VAT T2 1 22 B, TV R~ —2 L CD A KA 22 R 2 5l L7 a7 7 e
VN ThD, Hi RO B EEMI L Em R 2y B T PV AR AZEH L, D
—EIXEFAATEICOEA IS0 HIESN T, T2, BEEGIIA T Yy — )
T FELTYaX S a— AR HIRE B IGICAEENE DY, RGOV OS > TS,
ZO7aY = NI T R AU E BB EDAMELINZ , AVZ DT —F 7T 7 F ¢ —DiEVEEL
DIRT DHLT | BAREREA~OHELATHIZIT 200 SRAICRE A — 7 AR—2
EHRAETHZLICE S TA X OBREE#ROM EAR LT, T LT, BEEEORAE %Uﬂ%%:a_bf
B HEAR THEROMAEZ G DD LTI, AV T2 DREFE R o OMBLUGRE SE D3
HLTW5,

21



2014 ASTIAN TOWNSCAPE AWARDS

BIULESSUE TR

BETR  RICRESEORNBER 0
%o DL ERMAR TR SRS
R EFH SRR BEI  BHEE
MR R B A 22 RS T s (R £
SR - JE B AE S s g
SR ED AR - Hh s
R TR BB R MRS - B
BISOE B N /AR EEE - 8
SREh - ETEILES  BRTRARM N e o
BT - 220 E AR T BT T T S R A (B » T (SRR BT B PR eSS B (e - B
HBE SRR BB B AR T B T AR LR B AT M BT 2R » 12 AR (R, -
P, BB B AR R o PR T B s O R (S o ST B A
1 BRI S S R T AT -

2B AF A

‘ \
2o \

of Agle,  od AlY AXHY WA T F, TolEde Awd Hxam
AYe THF wAE TERAC AL A, & BHow FUF FIINL
deniEz gud 574 ZzAaEod, AvA AYe AH dxBe nF
2% AW dirEZoR WASYRL, 1 dRE 7H AAdE AsR S
o AT AR} A ogo], 27 @A A
2] Hduh o] TRAELE= LA
Ar A ANE Hska
i =939t A% A4S H3 8
4 3o v ookl A @7 dg
- AeE Awd uzn AAHowm
HA T 0 E o] 2B AT TN
s BN FHE 3
AAY. EF AF fae wd
ol ge Fal, AFT EAAA
AAE  wolk el AEad,
sE@ate] AA A% W B A
kol 7]ofskal it

22



2014 ASTAN TOWNSCAPE AWARDS

Mymensingh Strateglc Development Plan (MSDP)

Mymensingh City has been designated
by the Government of Bangladesh as a
pilot city in its Comprehensive Disaster
Management Programme. With the
cooperation of stakeholders such as
journalists, long-distance bus drivers,

NGOs, minority communities, and

- citizens’ organizations, Mymensingh

: i _ SN ", City has formulated an  urban
/g.'ifi';i.: _ -v’\'g “‘i > ;:._:\L} development plan aimed at promoting
S ‘ U the  safe, healthy and  vibrant
development of the city centered on disaster prevention. On this foundation, Mymensingh City has
compiled a plan for the comprehehlsive utilization of urban land that gives the fullest consideration
to the environment, while taking into account resident safety. This plan is now progressing
towards implementation. Furthermore, features such as participatory approach methodology,
consideration for historical and cultural traditions, and minorities, as well as GIS-based planning
methods have been brought into this process. It is expected that it will serve as a model for other
regions well into the future. This initiative by Mymensingh City to promote safety and security
with consideration for natural ecosystems is even credited with providing an opportunity to

reexamine ecology from an Asian perspective.
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Taketa District Townscape Environmental Improvement Project:

Town Planning with Historic Landscape

Located in the southwest of Oita Prefecture,
Taketa is a city surrounded by 1,000-meter
mountains including the Kuju Range and
Mount Aso, and blessed with rich natural
resources. In the center of the city, is “Taketa
Jouka-machi” (Taketa Castle Town), which is
free from the influence of extreme
urbanization and still retains its historical
townscape. Town development aimed at the

restoration of the castle town has continued for

a long period. Within the city are the ruins of
Oka Castle built by the Oka Clan, which is a national historic site, and scenic spots such as a street
of samurai houses and others associated with Rentaro Taki, famous for his composition “Moon
Over a Ruined Castle”. To promote the establishment of “castle town” tourism, renovation work
has been carried out in the central part of the city, as well as on cultural properties and existing
tourism facilities in the vicinity, while measures are being taken to re-enliven the downtown area
by improving circular routes. Taketa has been successful in increasing tourist numbers with
environmental improvements, for example colorization of paving, new installation of lanterns, and
the citywide refurbishment of water channels, as well as through holding events such as the Oka
Castle Cherry Blossom Festival, brimming with the mood of the castle town, and Taketa

Chikaraku bamboo light festival, which aﬂtracts more than 100,000 visitors over a 3-day period.
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Institutes

UN —Habitat Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific
Asian Habitat Society

Fukuoka Asian Urban Research Center

Asia Townscape Design Society
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